Northstowe Phase 1 Impact on
Longstanton’s Water Table

Longstanton residents and
Heritage Society members |
should be aware of a very
real problem that lies
beneath their feet! Longstanton stands on a |
gravel bed. out of sight some distance below
its surface. For countless years it has acted [/
as a hidden reservoir of water flowing slowly |
in a natural underground ‘stream’ lying |
mainly on a impermeable lay of clay. It has |
acted for centuries as a conduit that has
permitted the local water table to stabilise, |
subject only to natural variations in the rain
fall. Now. Phase | drainage work and gravel |
extraction are having a detrimental affect on
this water table (i.c. the water levels beneath
the surface).

The digging of two wide and deep ditches | |
below the top this gravel seam leading to the
new constructed balancing pond close to the By
Guided Bus Way, is likely to be a major
cause of these reported drops in the locally
observed water levels. It’s effect is now

foundations of older properties. constructed ponds.

of bricks and mortar. all lying over and close

to this band of gravel. This depletion of water is likely to affect
all buildings within Longstanton’s Conservation Area and our
two ancient churches of All Saints™ and St Michael's.

A recent mining of gravel of. some say an industrial scale,
between the Kingfisher and other ponds in the area undoubtedly
is responsible for a disruption in the established water flow in the
gravel seam.

Similarly, any water loss is destroying the habitats for protected
species.  i.e.: kingfishers. great crested newts and water voles.
Already. the water levels in the Kingfisher pond and other open
ponds are recording an approximate drop of 3ft/ 1m.

A local well that has a protected Water Abstraction Licence has
also reported a serious 4ft/ 1.3m depletion and this when it’s
winter and the water table is usually high. The landowner, who
relies on water to irrigate horticultural produce during the
summer months, is understandably very concerned.

Of course, we realise that the half of the village that has been
subjected to flash flooding. devastating many homes. may not be
too interested in hearing about this apparently rather less
important problem. But nevertheless. it’s one that is likely to
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Map of Longstanton Parish boundary (red)
illustrates the approximate location this gravel

) ity bed, (vellow) and importantly the large ditches :
being felt in licensed wells. ponds and mote 4,0} thar have ,_r,(,_ef; cut ﬂbpamm-f to drain And the LDHS website and to allow us to

seriously will. quite possibly. destabilise yarer fiom the gravel bed to the balancing continue to provide the six free talks

affect All Saints™ and St Michael’s end of the village on higher
ground away from the poorly maintained Longstanton brook and
its clogged conducts.

« Construction of the Cambridge Guided Bus
- concrete tracks, some 5 years ago,

| manufactured on site. a short distance from
our Park & Ride area. should have provided
| a wake up call. Water for this process was
drawn from a pond created for the purpose
that is still to be seen to the right of the
| entrance to the P & R car park. It acted as
| almost a very shallow well from which a
. continuous supply of water could be drawn
by the very fact it sat over this gravel band.
It too quite possibly disturbed the village’s
water table but the effects only lasted a
| relatively short time.

.~ Membership Reminder Once again a new
= year means our membership reminders will
soon be sent out and this seems like a good
time to stress once again, now more than
ever, we also need the strength of our
members when we consult with developers
and local authorities on your behalf. LDHS
also needs your support: to adapt to changing
circumstances in order to protect the archive

—

annually together with the annual newsletter.
report, plus other benefits for our members.

Haven’t already joined
LDHS? Every member
is wvital - its our
membership that provides
the mandate for all the
work that we do.

If you are interested in joining the socicty please ec-mail
Idhssec@hotmail.co.uk for a membership form. or visit our
website on http://www.ldhs.org If you do not have a computer.
please ring Hilary Stroude on a new number (7595907300 to
request a form. Please leave a message with your name, address
and telephone number. A membership form will then be sent out
to you.

Hilary Stroude, Secretary, Longstanton & District Heritage Society, The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU
For more information on any of the above, please contact us on: Tel: 01954 782560 or e-mail hilarystroude@hotmail.co.uk

LDHS Public Spring Talks 2016

Friday 4 March: ‘Cambridge and Cambridgeshire Oddities and Ghosts’
by Robert Halliday
Friday 1 April: 'Ouse Washes, People & Places'
by Mike Petty
Friday 6 May: TBA

All talks/ AGM to be held at 7.30pm in the Village Institute, High Street, Longstanton.
Everyone welcome: members free - non-members £2.00. Talks followed by tea, biscuits and chat.
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