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Hilary Stroude, Secretary, Longstanton & District Heritage Society, The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU 
For more information on any of the above, please contact us on: Tel: 01954 782560 or e-mail hilarystroude@hotmail.co.uk 

All talks/ AGM to be held at 7.30pm in the Village Institute, High Street, Longstanton.  
 Everyone welcome: members free - non-members £2.00. Talks followed by tea, biscuits and chat. 

LDHS Public Spring Talks 2016 
 Friday 4 March: ‘Cambridge and Cambridgeshire Oddities and Ghosts’ 

by Robert Halliday 
Friday 1 April:  TBA 
Friday 6 May:   TBA  

Happy 
Christmas 
and a 
Healthy 
2016 
to all our 
Readers 

Important Dates 
for your Diaries 

Longstanton ‘Test’ Pitting 
Organised by Rodney Scarle and hosted by 
Hilary Stroude of the Longstanton and District 
Heritage Society in conjunction with Access 
Cambridge Archaeology and Cambridge 
Archaeology Unit, a small cohort of 14 
volunteers excavated a total of five test-pits 
over the weekend 10/ 11 October. Our base for 

the weekend was The Manor 
Longstanton which was also 
the site of one of the test-pits; 
the others were located in 
private gardens on Brewer’s 
Close, Brookfield Drive, 
Prentice Close and St 
Michael’s Mount. 
All of the test pits produced 
interesting finds and aided our 
understanding of the development of this site. Most test-pits 
produced early pottery and once the finalised pottery analysis 

report has been completed it 
will be linked here. To see the 
pottery distribution map and 
find out more about the history 
of the area have a look at the 
dedicated Longstanton page on 
the ACA website. 
Of particular note is TP 1 at the 
north of the village and, indeed, 
the closest to the Northstowe 

site. This test-pit produced early pottery and a Roman coin, a 
probable small bronze of Honorius (393-423 AD). It also 
included a feature at approximately 70cm which is a possible 
ditch terminus or pit edge. This 
feature also produced in-situ 
pottery which, once analysed, 
will give us an approximate date 
for the feature. 
Thank you again to all of the 
volunteers who came out to 
make this another successful 
community event and special 
thanks to Rodney for organising 
and Hilary for hosting. We hope to be visiting you again soon! 
The above has been edited from the ‘Longstanton Community 
Test-Pit Pottery Report’ posted on the ARA website. 
Uncertainty about Northstowe Phase 1 
Although not necessarily affecting Phase 2 and prospects of a 
possible Northstowe museum within the RAF Heritage Core, 
doubts are now creeping in regarding the immediate future of 
Gallagher’s involvement in Phase 1. The Cambridge News 
website ran the story on Monday 9 November that contained a 
link to the Sky News story, attributed to their city editor and 

posted earlier on Wednesday 4 November, that Telereal Trillium, 
one of the country’s largest property companies, were in a 
takeover bid for Gallagher/ or Gallagher’s stake in Phase 1. 
Autumn LDHS Talks 
‘The Boar within Our Heritage’ by Derek Booth on Friday  2 
October. Derek, from the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, gave 
us an insight into how the wild boar had become imbedded 
within our DNA.  

The co-founder of the British 
Wild Boar Association, Derek 
explained the many aspects of the 
historic boar: our bête noir, or 
black beast, in the woods, a 
challenge for hunters, a symbol of 
ferocity depicted in heraldry - 
notably adopted by Richard III 
and as a gourmet source of meat. 

‘Letchworth, the World's First Garden City’ (lessons for 
Northstowe) by Ian Hunter, on Friday 6 November, 2015. Ian 
Hunter is a retired Further Education Lecturer/Manager. He has 
lived in Longstanton for the last 3.5 years, since his  retirement. 
Although he is not a professional town planner, Ian is currently 
the editor of the Northstowe Community Facebook page, until 
such time as Hilary Cox, the former Northstowe community 
development worker, is replaced. 
Ian’s talk outlined the history of the 
Garden City attributed to Ebenezer 
Howard (1850-1928) who  wrote a 
book in 1898 titled ‘To-Morrow: A 
Peaceful Path to Real Reform’. 
Contained within its pages was the 
idea of combining the best from the 
concepts of a city with those of green 
pubic spaces surrounded by 
countryside. Referred to as a three 
magnet core where each magnet 
draws people looking for the best of 
both worlds. Work on the world’s first actual GC began with 
Letchworth in 1903 but it would not be until after the WWI that a 
second town, Welwyn GC, would be launched. Today, the GC 

concept can found in 
developments all over the 
globe - Northstowe being 
no exception.  
Although not an actual 
GC, just as with 
Letchworth, Northstowe 
appears to be built round 
‘a railway’ that is able to 
bring commuters in  and 
out of its dormitory and 
industrial areas.  
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