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LDHS Public Autumn Talks     
‘Shopping Through the Centuries’ 
 by Gilly Vose from the Norris Museum St. Ives 

Friday 4th September 

‘The Boar in our Heritage’ 
 by Derek Booth from the Cambridge Antiquarian Society 

Friday 2nd October 

TBA Friday 6th November 

All talks to be held at 7.30pm in the Village Institute, High Street, Longstanton.  

Everyone welcome: members free - non-members £2.00. Talks followed by tea, biscuits and chat. 

LDHS Annual Report presented to the 

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, 27 

April, 2015 by H. Stroude. 

LDHS is an independent society, launched at an 

inaugural meeting held at Longstanton Village 

Institute on 11th May, 2007. Governed by our 

constitutional obligations, LDHS is run by a 

committee elected by society members. 50% of 

the committee must stand for election at the society’s AGM, held each 

September.  

Membership prior to renewals stands at 66 although this number does 

not reflect family members. Our total membership if it is based on 

individual adults stands at 88. Year on year we have sadly seen the 

death of many original members and we urge others to come forward so 

we can continue the work that these veterans and former village 

residents cared so passionately about. It is important to remember 

that LDHS is now “bigger” than a local history group and our 

archives and heritage protection work have a national and international 

significance. All our members are united in a desire to see our heritage 

protected for local residents, visitors, school children and future 

generations. This year our primary objectives have been met with the 

archive protected so that it is safe and available to include in a museum 

for Northstowe.  
Since our last Annual Report, industrial scale archaeological 

investigations have started out on the Northstowe Phase 1 site (formerly 

the golf course). LDHS is in direct contact with the archaeologists and 

many members and local villagers enjoyed an open day last autumn. 

We look forward to the next open day that has been promised for early 

2015, as more of Longstanton’s secrets are uncovered. The 

archaeological excavations that will take place within Longstanton 

parish over the next few years make our heritage protection work ever 

more important. If we are to succeed in securing a museum so that our 

local Iron Age, Anglo-Saxon, Roman, military and social histories can 

be placed on local display we need a strong membership base. A small 

membership fee of £10 for an individual and £15 per annum for a 

family can really make a difference. Please do support our work 

today and encourage others to do likewise. At this stage, when active 

discussions with the developers and others are immanent, a robust and 

actively engaged membership provides us with the strong mandate we 

need.  
At the end of March, the local planning meeting failed to reach a 

decision on Northstowe Phase 2. The application will be reconsidered 

by the planning committee in July. Whilst we are pleased that the 

public consultation can now be properly considered, the society hopes 

that a decision on Phase 2 will be reached in the summer. The local 

villages, and indeed our hopes for a museum, are in a state of limbo 

until this decision is made. After a decade of uncertainty this matter 

now needs to be settled so that the local communities can prepare to 

welcome residents of the new town.  
Over the last year contacts within the Cambridge Antiquarian Society 

(CAS) and other local history and archaeology groups have continued 

to develop; however, LDHS achievements are limited by time 

constraints and the lack of progress towards a Northstowe museum. 

This has meant our main role this last year has been to protect the 

archives, and provide local history information via a series of talks  
(open to both members and non-members) and our website:  

http://www.ldhs.org  

LDHS remains committed to safeguarding our archives until a 

professionally acceptable heritage facility is made available as part of 

the Northstowe development. We ask all members, residents and local 

and national government to help us secure this for future generations. 

Milton Keynes has a heritage facility and it is only right and proper that 

Northstowe, a new “exemplar” 21st Century town, has one too. We will 

continue to do all we can to ensure this happens.  

Hilary Stroude, LDHS Secretary 

Hilary Stroude, Secretary, Longstanton & District Heritage Society, The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge CB24 3BU 
For more information on any of the above, please contact us on: Tel: 01954 782560 or e-mail hilarystroude@hotmail.co.uk 
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LDHS Public Spring Talks 

Friday April 10th: ‘Reflection on the Bedford Washes’ given 

by Mike Petty.  

 

Mike’s talk was backed by a very good selection of drawings 

and maps. Led by the Earl of Bedford and the Dutch engineer 

Vermuyden, the project had had the backing of King Charles I. 

Oliver Cromwell, as a man of the Fens, took an active interest in 

the project but was initially against the scheme, mainly because 

the king's involvement. However, after the execution of King 

Charles, Cromwell gave his full support to Vermuyden, and 

work to drain the Fens began again in earnest. Many Fenlanders 

were fiercely opposed to the draining, believing it would deprive 

them of their traditional means of livelihood. Acts of vandalism 

against the dykes, ditches and sluices involved were common, 

but by the end of the 17th Century much of this hugely 

ambitious project had been completed.  
 

Friday 1st May ‘Home Farm, Then & Now’, given by Hilary 

Stroude.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hilary gave a presentation on the history of the Home Farm 

Development. A sound knowledge of agriculture and local 

history meant that she was able to present an interesting and 

highly informative talk to both old and new residents alike. The 

well attended evening proved to be an excellent finale to a 

highly successful Spring Program.  

Then, c. 1986 Home Farm 

house’s backyard orchard and 

grass. 

Now, c. 2015 Nelson Crescent 

with village green. Co-op on 

extreme right.  

New Bedford river at Earith                © Steve Beeston 
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