
Northstowe Phase 1 Begins 
After a decade  of  lobbying, consultation and planning LDHS is 

able to report that construction has begun on the Phase 1 site. Of 

course,  local residents have mixed views on the fact that our rural 

village is to be swallowed up by a new town, but most residents 

appreciate that there is an acute shortage of housing and the 

difficulties our young people are experiencing worsens year by year.  

A damaging cocktail of student 

debt, high house prices and 

austerity makes the prospect of 

stable employment, pensions 

and house ownership a dream 

for many.  It is said that those 

under 25 years of age today 

may be the first modern 

generation to end their lives less 

affluent than their parents.  

Only time will tell if this is the 

case but it is against this harsh reality that Northstowe is being built. 

There are high expectations for the new town of Northstowe:  we 

have been promised an “exemplar eco town”, or at least we were 

prior to the financial crisis of 2008. In addition to setting a high 

standard in modern living and sustainable development the new 

town needs to provide homes for locals and key workers who are 

now priced out of the Cambridge market. To be a “success” it needs 

to accomplish all these things. The heritage society firmly hopes 

that Northstowe will be given the resources required to ensure that 

the town will be regarded as a triumph and not a glorified housing 

estate which fails its residents and the  local communities it 

engulfed. History will be the judge of those whose agenda has been 

to force this development upon the local area. All credit to them if 

they do achieve the exemplar eco town that was promised . 

Now Northstowe is a reality it is important that existing residents, 

local and national government, 

and the developers work 

together to make this town an 

exemplar 21st century town.  

LDHS will continue with our 

archival work as we firmly 

believe that the heritage of 

Longstanton, Oakington and 

the Northstowe site will 

provide the cement that will 

bind the three communities 

together - a  bond that comes 

from a mutual understanding 

and a shared history. 

Northstowe Phase 2 Approved 
June 24, 2015 was another historic day for the Northstowe project 

with approval being given in principle for another 3,500 homes to 

be built on part of the RAF Oakington site.  In keeping with past 

decisions, many reservations remained about the planning 

application submitted by the Home and Communities Agency 

(HCA) but the plans were approved by a narrow margin. Was this 

approval a surprise?  Not really; it has been clear for a long time  

that the national government sees the Cambridge area as pivotal to 

their plans to generate growth in the economy and Northstowe is an 

essential part of their agenda.  

LDHS welcomes this decision even though we do not approve of all 

aspects of the planning application.  The proposal to build thousands 

of new homes and not include  a burial ground in the plans is bizarre. 

It is  hoped that the developers will set aside some land for a 

woodland burial ground. This would be rather an appropriate use of 

land for an exemplar eco town.  

We welcome approval of this application because the existing 

villages, and Longstanton in particular, have been in a state of limbo 

for far too long.  Now a decision has been made we can turn our 

attention to working towards creating a successful and welcoming 

community for Northstowe residents.  On the official Northstowe 

website Paul Kitson, Head of Northstowe for the HCA is quoted as 

saying:  

“This is a major step forward for Northstowe which has been in the 

planning stages for many years.  Momentum is really building now 

which is really exciting and we will soon see houses coming out of the 

ground next year in addition to a new school to serve Phase 1. 

Building the right sort of community is at the very centre of our 

approach...”  

The approval of the 

Phase 2 planning 

application should 

e n a b l e  d i r e c t 

discussions to take 

place between LDHS, 

HCA and others to 

ensure a heritage 

facility is provided 

within the former RAF 

Oakington site. 

Now the real work 

begins… 

Michael Gale 
Ann Gale, Michael’s widow 

contacted us two years ago 

with a very nice set of 

private photographs of his 

time  during his national 

service with RAF Oakington  

from 1959/61. On 18 May 

1961 the base was visited 

for an inspection by an Air 

Commodore, A/C,  who 

arrived in a Transport 

Command Comet - not an 

every day event by any means. The base during that period was 

home to the De Haverland Vampire, T11, single jet, duel control 

trainer. The arrival of a four engine Comet jet airliner, bringing the 

threat of reprisals if the base wasn’t performing, brought all 

personnel to a high state of readiness. Michael was part of the 

Mechanised Transport, M/T, department team who were tasked with 

providing the Air Commodore with a mobile platform with which to 

inspect the assembled company. Polishing the open back Land 

Rover to a ‘showroom shine’, fitting new white wall tyres was only 

part of  the work required - full width steps were provided to allow 

the A/C to inspect the RAF Oakington personnel on the runway. 
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Historical aerial image of Crabtree 
Corner, Northstowe Phase 1 site (the  

former golf course), with the Phase 2 

area in the mist! 

Paul Kitson (HCA) standing outside the Station 
HQ building, sadly not retained in the newly  

approved plans 

Michael Gale in the driving seat of a 
converted Land Rover fitted with a full set of 

steps for the A/C to inspect on the runway. 



 

 

Many thanks to all our members - your membership is our mandate and every single member is invaluable. Remember, please do not hesitate to contact us at any time if 

you have any queries, would like any information or would like to contribute memories, photographs etc. Contact details are above. 

The Year Ahead 

LDHS hopes that the decision to approve the Northstowe Phase 

2 planning application in June means that at last a proper and 

long-lasting heritage strategy can be developed for the new town 

and the surrounding villages.  As part of this process the heritage 

society hopes that we can shortly have direct discussions with 

HCA regarding provision of a heritage facility.  The LDHS 

archives are now an important collection and it is vital that a 

safe, secure and long term home can be found for them.  Until 

this is achieved there is many more projects that we are unable 

to start.  

It is now 10 years since Hilary Stroude started the Longstanton 

Archive and over the years we have had fantastic support from 

members of the community and from others across the UK and 

the world. Once again, we thank our members for helping us so 

far but now the work gets serious.  If we are to achieve a 

heritage facility we need considerable support. Please do stay a 

member of the society and encourage friends and family to do 

the same. 

We enter an exciting new decade of work and with your 

support the heritage society is hopeful of achieving a 

museum for Northstowe.  Please contact us if you would like 

more information on how to help us further. 

Longstanton & District Heritage Society  
The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU 

Tel. 01954 782560. e-mail: ldhssec@hotmail.co.uk 

Website: www.ldhs.org 

A Welcome Visitor 

Nothing gives the heritage society more pleasure than a visit 
from veterans, their relatives or  descendants of local village 

families seeking to retrace the steps of family members.  In May 

this year LDHS was visited by James Stevenson who was based at 

RAF Oakington, during the summer of 1954, as part of No 1 

Acclimatisation Course. Hilary Stroude showed James and his 

daughter what was left of the airbase and James in turn left a signed 

copy of his autobiography and some photos from his brief 

secondment here in the village. By late summer 1954 James’ second 

year of  National Service was complete and he left the air force. On 

leaving the RAF James went to the Royal Agricultural College 

where, completely by coincidence, he was to become a room mate 

of H B Stroude whose family lived at Home Farm, Longstanton. 

Neither man had met whilst James was based at RAF Oakington. 

From this visit we have also been kindly given information from 

another RAF Oakington veteran known to James,  (Guy Eddy). We 

would like to thank them both for their contributions to the heritage 

society archives. 

 
After yet another successful year of talks held for  both members and 

non-members, LDHS is currently preparing the Autumn Talks 

programme.   

 September  4 -  AGM at 7.30pm followed by the talk 

 ‘Shopping through the Centuries’ 
by Gilly Vose of the Norris Museum, St Ives. 

 October 2 -  ‘The Boar in our Heritage’ 
by Derek Booth 

 November 6 - To be confirmed. 

Please see the LDHS website for further information. The spring 

programme will commence in March 2016. Please contact the 

Secretary for details or visit our website:  

www.ldhs.org 

LDHS Talks Autumn 2015 

Jane Lane 

Not many  people will have heard of Jane Lane, but in 2004 a chance 

event resulted in Hilary Stroude and Jane meeting for the first time. 

Jane was already an experienced amateur researcher, whose work 

included Oakington, when she and Hilary started to collaborate  on a 

number of  projects covering the two villages. Their research forms 

one of the main cornerstones of the  LDHS archives today. 

Examples of  their research can be found in the Cambridgeshire 

Collection and on the heritage society website. Sadly, after a short 

illness, Jane died in June this year leaving behind a husband and 

young daughter.   

For the heritage society 

and the many members her 

research helped we have 

lost a good friend and a 

fantastic reseacher.  Jane 

never quite realised how 

pivotal her research has 

been to the success of the 

heritage society so we  

take this  opportunity to 

recognise her contribution 

to our work.  In her 

research she has left 

behind a legacy that will 

be available to academics 

and the public for 

generations to come. 

Continued from page 1... 

Michael managed to take 

a number of snap shots 

that now give us a 

window into the  world 

of 55 years ago. One of 

these being a photograph 

of the Comet  airliner of 

Transport Command. 

After the A/C’s inspection was over, the base personnel were 

allowed to ‘stand easy’ enabling them to take a closer look at their 

visitor’s aircraft. For many it must have been their very first chance 

to inspect the huge jet that had 

become an ‘iconic’ symbol of British 

aviation in the 1950s. Left, is a photo 

of the M/T team relaxing celebrating 

a colleagues demob at a local pub, 

maybe The Hoops or The Black Bull 

in Longstanton. Michael is pictured, 

pint in hand, 2nd in from the left. 


