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We Will Remember Them -   

2014 marks the Centenary of  the 

outbreak of WW1 
Longstanton & Oakington villages, like others the length and 

breadth of the country, lost husbands, fathers, sons and brothers. 

Most are buried on foreign soil; with just their names on the 

village war memorials to remind us of the sacrifice these brave 

young men and their families made. 

To mark the Centenary 

LDHS would like to learn 

more about these men and 

their histories. If anyone 

would like to undertake 

this project please contact 

us. 

Longstanton:  
Sidney Crisp;    William Thomas Hard; Leonard Jellings;  

Ernest George North; Albert 

James Phillips; Ernest 

Phillips; William A. Phypers; 

Albert B. Rignall; Lewis 

Smith. 

 

(We notice with sadness that 

the headstone bearing an 

inscription to William A 

Phypers still lies in pieces, 

after failing a ‘Health & 

Safety test’ in 2011. If the 

Parish Council or the 

Parochial Church Council 

would like to organise its 

repair to mark this centenary 

year, LDHS would be  

happy to make a 

contribution. 

 

 

Oakington & Westwick: 

 

James Amps; Sidney Dant;  

Bert Doggett; Hubert Golding; 

Arthur Littledale; William 

Renshaw; George Trott; 

Gerald Newton; James 

Brickwood; Charles Doggett; 

Clarence Hopkins; William 

Pierson; Leckonby Phipps; Ellis 

Stearn; Walter Young. 

War Memorial inside St Andrews 

church, Oakington 

Northstowe Phase 1 -  Archaeological 
Excavations start on an Industrial 
Scale 

With the footpath across the 

former golf course temporarily 

diverted it is hard for LDHS 

members and Longstanton 

residents to keep an eye on 

what is happening across the 

site. With the discovery of 

important archaeology, our 

campaign to bring attention to 

the importance of Northstowe archaeology has been vindicated.  

All of this “begs the question”, 

where will the finds, found 

under the Northstowe footprint, 

be housed and displayed?  The 

good news is that the recently 

submitted Phase 2 planning 

application contains an 

acceptance of the benefits of our 

Heritage Centre proposals 

providing “funding can be obtained”.  

LDHS Favoured Heritage Centre 
We have spent many years campaigning for a heritage facility 

for Northstowe and HCA’s acknowledgment is a welcome step 

forward. LDHS remains convinced that the Guardhouse will 

make an ideal heritage centre and café. HCA favour a pub over 

our café proposal but this is not an impossible adaptation of our 

idea. This building would provide a fantastic, locally accessible, 

educational and recreational facility for Longstanton, Oakington 

and Northstowe residents and the building is small enough to 

make sustainable funding realistic. We are happy to enter 

discussions with the developers and planners as soon as possible. 

Guardhouse 1998 located at the end of tree lined avenue 

from the main gate off Rampton Drift… Possibly a future 

Heritage Centre conveniently situated site for local  

residents? photo courtesy of Aldon P Ferguson 



 

 

Many thanks to all our members - your membership is our mandate and every single member is invaluable. Remember, please do not hesitate to contact us at any time if 
you have any queries, would like any information or would like to contribute memories, photographs etc. Contact details are above.  

Hilary Stroude leads a Heritage Walk for 

members of SCDC, CCC and others 

On Tuesday 1 July, LDHS Secretary Hilary Stroude and fellow 

committee member Christine Shephard  took members of SCDC 

planners and others on a walk of the conservation area in 

Longstanton. Hilary was 

pleased to report that about  

12 visitors attended, all of 

whom are closely linked 

with the Northstowe 

development. In the words 

of one attendee “eyes were 

opened”.  LDHS welcomes 

the interest now being 

shown in the heritage of 

Northstowe and the 

surrounding villages. 

Community Spirit 
Recently we came across the following quotation and we are 

unashamedly reproducing it here, as it is exactly what the 

heritage society has been saying for years.: 

“You can’t consciously construct a sense of community, it 

either grows or it doesn’t. Community is formed from an 

organic process based around shared experience and a mutal 

understanding. When it emerges it is a powerful thing.” (Optician 

magazine  25.04.14). 

We have always believed that the LDHS archives and the 

heritage of the site will help provide this community spirit for 

Northstowe, Longstanon and the surrounding villages.  

Northstowe Phase 2 Planning Application 
Plans for the 2nd Phase of Northstowe were submitted to the 

planning authority earlier this month. The plans show areas of 

high density buildings putting the possible Heritage Centre very 

close to Northstowe’s main town centre.     
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The Year Ahead 

LDHS will continue our work and will liaise with all  parties 

who wish to help us achieve our objectives. We welcome the 

fact that a Heritage Centre has been tentatively included within 

the Phase 2 planning application. We are also pleased to report 

that the LDHS Chairman (Roy Stoner) and Secretary (Hilary 

Stroude) have been asked to meet with SCDC planners and 

officers as part of the Northstowe Phase 2 consultation process. 

This meeting is scheduled to take place early in October 2014. 

LDHS will submit a response to the Phase 2 planning 

application by the end of October. 

As usual, we remain dedicated to ensuring that the heritage 

assets of Longstanton and District are protected for future 

generations and that they are managed for the benefit of 

wildlife, archaeology and the public. Once again, we thank 

our members for helping us achieve this. 

LDHS Talks Autumn 2014/ Spring 2015 
September 5: AGM followed by ‘A 7th Century Chest’ given 

by Tony Gibson.  

(It was with regret that members, who attended the 2014 AGM,  

were advised that  our long-standing Chairman, Tony Cowley, 

was unable to continue in the post. However, we are delighted 

that Tony will remain on the committee and will play an active 

role in the future of the society). 

3rd October - ‘Women’s Roles and Achievements in 

Aviation’ to be given by David Taylor. 

2nd November - ‘Henry Morris, the Life & Legacy’ plus an 

introduction to the role of Arts & Community Development 

Manager, Swavesey Village College by Ellen Nowak. 

6th March - ‘History of Addenbrookes Hospital’ to be given 

by Hilary Richie. 

CAS Excursion to Oakington Anglo- 

Saxon Excavations  
Sunday 29th June saw members use their Associate Membership 

of the Cambridge 

Antiquarian Society to 

visit this extremely 

important burial site. 

This is the final year 

of excavations unless 

new organisers and 

funding can be found.  

The excavations have 

been carried out 

annually over 5 years 

and LDHS was 

pleased to be able to provide our members with a final chance to 

view this extremely important archaeological site. 

However, whilst the plan is to preserve the avenue of trees, 

Officers’ Mess (a school or other use will be found behind the 

facade), Guardhouse and Water Tower, the future of the Station 

HQ is clearly in doubt. The need to make our case for the 

Guardhouse museum, in which to house the LDHS archive,  

couldn’t be more pressing. We will do our very best to achieve 

this on behalf of all our members and the local community. 

 Plans include the town centre, secondary school, two primary 
schools and approximately 3,500 new homes as well as new 
roads, employment and recreational areas. 

Officers’ Mess Rampton Drift 


