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Bomber Command Memorial 
 

A £6m memorial to the 55,573 airmen of Bomber Command 
who died during World War II has been unveiled by the Queen 
on Friday 29 June, on the edge of Green Park in London. The 
impressive group bronze statue depicts a typical 4 engined 
bomber crew who have safely returned from a raid.  The entire 
cost of which was met by private funding. One of the main 
instigators in this regard was Robin Gibb, of the Bee Gees, who 
died from cancer only weeks before and did not live to see the 
unveiling. 
LDHS welcomes the opening of this long overdue memorial to 
the sacrifices made by Bomber Command. This recent event 
strengthens our resolve for a museum on the site of RAF 
Oakington so we can commemorate the important role this 
Pathfinder airfield played during war. 

The magnificent bronze group representing the crew of a typical heavy 
bomber used in WWII, was unveiled by her majesty the Queen 
accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, the Prince of Wales and the 
Duchess of Cornwell. 
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7 Squadron Reunion Site Visit 
Sunday 6 November, 2011 saw this year’s 
7 Squadron Association reunion. After the 
church service and lunch in Longstanton 
Pavilion, LDHS trustees Hilary Stroude, 
Roy Stoner and Tony Cowley were 
invited by the Homes and Communities 
Agency (HCA) to join 7 Squadron 
Association members and guests on a tour  
of the RAF Oakington Heritage Core.   

 

They were all greeted 
warmly by Paul 
Kitson, site manager 
and Terry Fuller, 
HCA’s eastern region 
manager.  Moving 
down the tree lined 
avenue, the iconic twin 
water  towers   were Gathering at the Main Gate with a backdrop of the tree 

lined avenue leading to the HQ Building. 
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Norman Wilkins and Joy 
Lof t house  a t  t he 
luncheon in the Pavilion.
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clearly still visible behind the RAF Station HQ building. This now 
stands out from flat, grassed land where only six months ago stood 
the Airmans’ and Sergeants’ Mess buildings. Eyes of many tens of 
sheep, the first ‘residents’ of Northstowe, followed the visitors 
every move as they encroached ever further into their territory! A 
sharp left turn took the party to the former Officers’ Mess 
building, that publicly gained the backing from the joint promoters 
of Northstowe for some form of Heritage Centre/ museum earlier 
last year.   
The visit concluded with a guided tour of the Guard House and the 
former RAF Station HQ building, both of which still stand at the 
end of the avenue of trees. As it was the first occasion that most of 
the LDHS representatives had been allowed on a site visit of the 
former base, they felt very privileged.    

Still standing the Officers’ Mess building, to the left and the Guardroom, 
to the right, in this aerial photograph taken on New Year’s day, 2012.  
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Squadron Leader Butters, DFC 
 

It is with much sadness that LDHS recently learnt of the loss of 
Squadron Leader Des Butters DFC, and his wife Alvis. Des 
Butters was a member of LDHS for a number of years and 
contributed to the LDHS  archives. As we lose yet another 
supporter, our work becomes more important and more precious. 
These veterans, and those of their comrades who did not survive 
the war, deserves the recognition that a museum will bring. As 
we work towards this, we remember that we do it for them. 

Back row, l to r: Denis (rear gunner), Frank (wireless operator), Des Butters 
(pilot), George, (flight engineer), Dick (mid-upper gunner). Front, l to r: Bob 
(bomb aimer), Roy (navigator).  Des was aged 21 when this was photograph 
was taken in 1943 at RAF Oakington, in front of their Lancaster.  
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For the second year in succession, LDHS 
was invited by the Department of 
Archaeology at Cambridgeshire County 
Council to host a guided walk through 
the conservation area to learn some of 
the history and archaeology of the 
village of Longstanton. As before, Hilary Stroude acted as the 
very knowledgeable guide. She started at the south door of All 
Saints’ church, taking in it’s history before preceding down 
Long Lane, the medieval corridor between the two parishes of 
All Saints and St Michaels to St Michaels church. Unfortunately, 
recent wet conditions meant study footwear was required. It 
proved ideal for those that missed it last year, and the event was 
extremely well attended. 

Talks, Autumn 2011 - Spring 2012 
For our 5th year we have brought 6 more public talks to the 
Longstanton Village Institute on varied range of subjects: 
Friday 2 September: ‘Time Line - Some Bronze Age, Iron 
Age and Roman Archaeology on the Icknield Way’ - Dr 
Rodney Scarle. Based on some small scale digs in 2007-2010,  
by a small group of enthusiastic amateurs, Rodney’s talk 
covered some "hot spots" revealed by geophysical survey, and 
already reported to the HER at Shire Hall. 
Friday 7 October: ‘Horatio Nelson and his Ladies’- John 
Wright. Lady Hamilton may have been the only lady that has 
grabbed the attention of historians but this talk revealed that 
Nelson was not short of other female acquaintances! 
Friday 4 November: ‘Lancaster PD259 Comes Home’ – 
Jimmy Tarbox. Arranged to coincide with 7 Sqdn’s annual 
reunion on 6 November. This talk detailed the flight of an Avro 
Lancaster that flew from RAF Waddington only to crash on a 
lonely Scottish hillside. Jimmy’s enthusiasm shone through. 
Friday 2 March, ‘Wartime Cottenham’ - Ralph Carpenter  
Ralph had recently given this presentation to the Cottenham 
Village Society. The talk consisted of a series of images drawn 
from his own, and the society’s, impressive archive. 
Friday 13 April, ‘History of Duxford Airfield’ - Les Milgate 
Les gave a very detailed and knowledgeable talk based on 
personal experience; having served at Duxford, flying Meteor jet 
fighters in the 1950s. During question time it immerged he had 
later gone on to pilot Boeing 747s for BA and later Virgin! 
Friday 4 May, ‘Sherlock in Cambridge’- Mike Petty Mike 
attempted to link Conan Doyles’ famous sleuth with his local 
connections, with various degrees of success. He employed an 
ingenious series of photographs of street scenes from the 
Cambridge Collection, c1890 to create the impression we were 
looking at early CCTV evidence! 

Talks  Proposed, Autumn, 2012 
Friday 7 September, ‘Longstanton’s Railway’ - Roy Stoner 
This talk, scheduled to follow our 5th AGM, promises to reveal 
the history of our own local branch line which connected local 
villages to the commercial markets in London and Manchester.  
Relevant LDHS archives will be displayed. Additional talk 
dates: 5 October and 2 November. 

Future Objectives: LDHS will continue to follow the 
progress of the Northstowe planning application. The Society 
remains committed to ensuring that the developers public 
commitments to the museum, and RAF Heritage Core, are met and 
that the heritage of Longstanton and District is protected from the 
commercial pressures being  imposed upon it by the  developers.  

RAF Oakington Varsity Propeller 
Lost Opportunity for Northstowe! 

It is with much regret that LDHS has lost the opportunity to have 
received a propeller, from an RAF Oakington Varsity, for display 
in a future Northstowe Museum*. The closure of the Army 
Barracks at Waterbeach has meant that the museum will close 
and its display items face a uncertain future. The group of school 
children, in the photograph above, illustrates the potential 
educational value that has been lost. 
*Recent failure to include such a community facility within  
Northstowe’s new master plan has now cost the new town an 
important artefact. In addition to this, LDHS will no longer be 
able to accept additional original material without making 
potential donors aware of the fact that no one is currently 
prepared to commit themselves to  establishing a museum facility 
within Northstowe. 

LDHS Host Conservation Walk 

Many thanks to all our members - your membership is our mandate and every single member is invaluable. Remember, please do not hesitate to contact us at any time if 
you have any queries, would like any information or would like to contribute memories, photographs etc. Contact details are above. Particular thanks must go to Mimeo of 

St.Ives for their support and for printing this newsletter (0815c). 

RAF Oakington Heritage Core  
Painting Commissioned 
With the idea that a visual image of what the LDHS have been 
striving for since we were formed in May 2007, would hopefully 
be worth more than a thousand words, in October 2011 a painting 
was commissioned by local artist Jack Lewis. It was entirely 
privately funded and completed in time for the visit to the RAF 
Oakington Heritage Core on Sunday 6 November. A printed copy, 
with the wording as below, was given to HCA for their 
information and it was well received. 

Longstanton & District Heritage Society  
The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU 

Tel. No. 01954 782560. e-mail address  ldhssec@hotmail.co.uk 
Or Tel. No. 01954 250819. e-mail address tonycowley@btinternet.com 
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