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Successful Outcome for LDHS 
Petition to Save RAF Buildings  
Nearly  1,200 signa-
tures were obtained, 
following a rather 
hectic few weeks over  
the Christmas period, 
in support of LDHS 
proposal to create a 
Heritage Core out of 
the first buildings 
encountered at the 
entrance of the former 
RAF base. 68% of 
these signatures came from residents of Cambridgeshire; per-
haps even more gratifying, just under 90 of the 300 odd of 
online signatures received from all over the world contained 
additional messages of support.  
At a specially convened meeting of a Northstowe Parish Forum 
on 4 February, which LDHS attended, HCA made the following 
commitment, that became a public statement of intent on 1 
March. i.e. “… Following an initial assessment of the build-
ings, and in light of our discussions with local groups, part-
ner organisations and local MPs, rather than remove all the 
buildings on the site it is now the intention of the HCA to 
retain the following buildings/areas: 1) The Officers Mess. 2) 
The Guard House. 3)  The Admin Block. 4) Open Space ad-
jacent to the Admin Block. 5) Shelter adjacent to Admin 
Block. 6) 1The Water Tower. 7) 3The Mushroom ‘Oakington 
Pill’ boxes. 8) The existing road layout and all trees around 
the barracks. Furthermore, in the short term, the HCA will 
retain two of the H blocks adjacent to the Admin Block and 
undertake an assessment to see whether there is a business 
case for retention. Investigation is also ongoing regarding 
retention of the former aircraft hangers for short term com-
mercial use. ...”   
All this would not have been made possible but for the massive 
support we obtained from not only LDHS members but non-
members, local schools, colleges and institutions. A “big thank 
you” to all of you. 
At the time of writing, August 2011, many of the surrounding 

buildings have already been 
demolished, all now con-
signed to history!  Of course 
HCA’s statement of intent, 
above, is not legally bind-
ing. Hence, LDHS has been 
campaigning for this Heri-
tage Core to be included 
within the Northstowe Sec-
tion 106 agreement. This is 
essential if the decision is to 
become a binding obligation 
on the developers. 

1 The water tower of the former RAF 
base. Very much an icon, visible for 
miles from the Westwick/ Cottenham 
Road direction. 
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Aerial view of the Heritage Core 

RAF Oakington  - Deaths 2010/11 
It is with great sadness that LDHS has been advised of the deaths 
of more 7 Squadron veterans. We are particularly saddened by 
the death of Denis Cayford whom we knew and who donated 
material to the LDHS archives. Their deaths remind us of why a 
museum on the site of RAF Oakington is so important. 

Flt Lt Denis Cayford DFC Denis Cayford, who has died 
aged 92, was a spe-
cialist navigator in 
the Pathfinder Force 
during the Second 
World War; shot 
down and captured, 
he took part in the 
Great Escape and 
was near the exit of 
the tunnel when it 
was discovered.  
With his flight com-
mander, Squadron 
Leader 2Charles Lofthouse, Cayford took off on the night of August 
23/24, 1943 to mark Berlin. On board as the second pilot was A. 
Willets, their Group Captain. As they approached the target, search-
lights coned the Lancaster and a night fighter attacked and set an 
engine on fire. On bailing out Denis landed on the roof of a church 
and was soon captured and transferred to Stalag Luft III, the Great 
Escape prison. 

Flt Lt Don Nelson DFC  Joined the 
Pathfinders, 7 Squadron at RAF  Oakington 
in the spring of 1944 shortly before Bomber 
Command came under the direction of the 
Supreme Commander for Operation Overlord, 
the invasion of Normandy. The key to their 
success was accurate navigation and timing, 
placing great stress on Nelson and his fellow 
navigators to enable the bomb aimers to pre-
cisely mark targets with target indicating flares; the main bomber 
force subsequently used these as their aiming points. Several impor-
tant raids followed the invasion on V-1 sites, E-boat pens. In the 
September he was awarded the DFC and in the following year after 
completing his final and 70th mission a Bar to his DFC. 

Gp Capt G (Gerry) B Blacklock,  
OBE, DFC, DFM. RAF He was one of 
the RAF’s first 4-engined bomber pilots who 
delivered the first Short Stirling bomber to RAF 
Leeming to 7 Squadron prior to them moving to 
RAF Oakington in October 1940.  Gerry also 
served at Oakington and it was during this time 
on 6 June, 1941 
he piloted a Stir-
ling with 7 
Squadron mark-

ings,  ‘MG’, to RAF Raynham where 
he demonstrated the plane before an 
impressed Winston Churchill. 

 2 Charles Lofthouse is buried in one of Longstanton’s All Saints war graves.   

Cayford (far left) with members of his crew  
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Many thanks to all our members - your membership is our mandate and every single member is invaluable. Remember, please do not hesitate to contact us at any 
time if you have any queries, would like any information or would like to contribute memories, photographs etc. Contact details are above. Particular thanks must go to 

CLE Print of St.Ives for their continued support and for printing this newsletter (2011 0824a). 

Museum Update  
In autumn 2010, LDHS reported (after years of LDHS lobbying) 
that the Northstowe developers had committed themselves to a 
museum, as part of the Northstowe development. LDHS has 
begun a campaign to try and ensure that archaeological artefacts, 
found within the parishes of Longstanton and Oakington, are put 
on display in the museum. Contact with the relevant authorities 
has already begun. In addition, LDHS has been lobbying for this 
museum to be included in the  Northstowe Section 106 
agreement. This is essential if it is to be a legally binding 
obligation on the developers. 
Archaeological Open Day  reveals… 
On Thursday 26th May, Birmingham Archaeology in association 
with the Longstanton & District Heritage Society, held an 
Excavations Open Day 
on the site they have 
been working on here 
i n  L o n g s t a n t o n . 
Formerly part of Home 
Farm, the area forms 
Phase 3 of the Home 
Farm development. 
These excavations have 
revealed pre-historic, 
Saxon and Medieval 
remains including a 
substantial Iron Age enclosure. The enclosure contains evidence 
of structures, rubbish pits and granaries and there is later Saxon 
and medieval activity at the site. Found within the Iron Age 
enclosure was a small cemetery containing at least 5 adult and 2 
child burials.  
 

Talks: Autumn 2011  
Friday 2 September: ‘Time Line - Some Bronze Age, Iron 
Age and Roman Archaeology on the Icknield Way’ - Dr 
Rodney Scarle. This talk will be given after the LDHS's AGM 
at approx 8.00 pm - based on some small scale digs in 2007-
2010 that Rodney Scarle and a small team of enthusiasts have 
made on some "hot spots" revealed by geophysical survey, and 
already reported to the HER at Shire Hall.  
Friday 7 October: ‘Horatio Nelson and his Ladies’- John 
Wright. Lady Hamilton maybe the only lady that has grabbed 
the attention of historians but this talk reveals that Nelson was 
not short of other female acquaintances! 
Friday 4 November: ‘Lancaster PD259 Comes Home’ – 
Jimmy Tarbox. Arranged to coincide with 7 Squadron’s annual 
re-union on Sunday 6 November, this talk details the flight of an 
Avro Lancaster that flew from RAF Waddington during WWII 
in 1944 on training flight and crashed in Scotland. Jimmy’s 
enthusiasm for his subject will become self-evident. 

Future Objectives: LDHS will continue to follow the progress of 
the Northstowe planning application. The Society remains 
committed to ensuring that the developers commitments to the 
museum and RAF Heritage Core are met.  LDHS also believes that 
any part of the Longstanton Conservation Area, taken into 
Northstowe, should be designated Country Park. We have already 
expressed our views to the developers, planners and local 
government. Once the Public Consultation gets underway LDHS 
will cease lobbying. At that stage we have to hope that the 
developers and planners will understand the benefits that heritage 
will provide to future  Northstowe residents. 
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Small cemetery, probably early Anglo-Saxon 

Longstanton & District Heritage Society  
The Manor, Woodside, Longstanton, Cambridge. CB24 3BU 

Tel. No. 01954 782560. e-mail address  ldhssec@hotmail.co.uk 
Or Tel. No. 01954 250819. e-mail address tonycowley@btinternet.com 

Swann Family Descendents Donate 
Copies of their Historic Collection to 
LDHS  
Over the last year LDHS 
has been in contact with 
John Swann and his sister 
Julie Critoph, who have 
now joined the society. 
The siblings have kindly 
allowed LDHS to copy 
their extensive collection 
of family photographs, 
memorabilia and Girl 
Guide diaries. Some of the 
oldest residents of Longstanton may remember their great-
grandparents Salmon Linton Swann and his wife Marion. The 
couple lived at The Manor and farmed Manor Farm until their 
deaths in 1930 and 1931 respectively. They are buried near the 
door to St Michael’s church. 
The death of Salmon and Marion marked the end of an era. The 
importance of land-owning families in Longstanton was now in 
decline - employment prospects outside the village were increas-
ing and WW2 was just around the corner. 
It is the children of SLHS that have kindly donated the archive 
that LDHS has today - it is an invaluable collection and we are 
most grateful to them. 

Northstowe AAP  Conservation Area, 
a future Country Park? 

 
If Longstanton is to lose a 
substantial proportion of its 
Conservation Area to North-
stowe then LDHS believes its 
future long term protection 
will best be served by being 
granted Country Park status in 
the Northstowe section 106 
agreement. This is the only 

way to secure the long term legal 
protection of this historic landscape for future generations. This 
Domesday village site with its ridge and furrow will provide a fan-
tastic feature for future Longstanton and Northstowe residents. 

3 Oakington Pillbox Uncovered 
Early in 2011 SCDC  un-
covered an ‘Oakington 
Pillbox’ that was buried in 
the undergrowth. There are 
only approximately 40 
e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e 
‘Oakington Pillbox’ re-
corded, predominantly 
located in the Eastern 
Counties. Several of these 
are either destroyed or in 
ruins, so this example here and the others located out on the airfield 
are increasingly rare survivors. English Heritage is currently consid-
ering an application to List these rare historic structures. 

Salmon Linton Swann, Salmon Linton Hall  
Swann (SLHS) & Linton Hall Swann 
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Oakington Pillbox on Rampton Road 
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Where cattle may safely graze 


